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The winning entry for the NIE Week Class Project Contest

Congratulations, Melissa Rust of Crestwood Middle School!

Objective: For 7th grade students to read and comprehend informational text, and for them to understand the usefulness of text features within these texts.

Materials: The Frederick News-Post, computer lab and Web Site (see fnpnie.com/programs.htm for the link).

Assignment: Students were each given a copy of the newspaper and asked to log in and go to the Web site. The site took students through a lesson that defined a feature of text or the newspaper, and then showed an example on a “virtual newspaper.” The site then asked the students questions regarding that mini lesson. Students were instructed to use the News-Post to answer these questions. The students went through the lesson on the Web site, interacting with their own copy of The Frederick News-Post to find examples to answer lesson questions. They then typed their answers onto an answer sheet on the screen. These answer sheets were printed out and handed in after the students completed their lesson.

Why this lesson won: “The lesson was motivational for students because they were able to use the computer, as well as being “hands on” with the newspaper. I am hopeful the students will practice and transfer their learning since they can easily apply it to the newspapers at their homes.”

**Melissa won a $100 gift card to Office Depot to use in her classroom! Thank you to all the teachers who submitted their project ideas!**

